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The Society's Committee on New Economic Curriculum Materials. 


Following up the theme of our last annual meeting, namely, "The Relation 
of the Curriculum to Economic Life," Mr. Bruner proposed that a committee be ap- 
pointed to collect the efforts made by imividuals and school systems to introduce 
learning activities for a chenging economic world. The Executive Committee has 
voted to carry out this suggestion. A committee will prepare a bibliography of 
learning activities for a changing economic world, together with an intreductory 
essay to be written, probably, by the chairman of the committee, Since new 
economic materials are not developed in a short time, it is reasomble to assume 
that the Society should commit itself, eventually, to a five or ten year program 
of accumulation of materials in this field. 


New Members 


Bacon, Mabel, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N. C. In charge of 
curriculum revision for the extension service. 

Bamberger, Florence, Head, Department of Education, Johns Hopkins University; 
member committee of National Council of Teachers of Mmglish working on 
Elementary Curriculum, Baltimore, Md. 

Broening, Angela M., School Administration Building, Baltimore, lid. Director of 


Research. Directing the preparatim of the English curriculum. [In- 
structor in English Curriculum, Johns Hopkins University. 

Coffin, Rebecca, Principal, Elementary Division, Lincoln School, Teachers College, 
Columbia University, Ncw York City. 

Conners, F. Herrick, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa, Assistant 
Professor of Elementary Educction. Member of the committee for re- 
vision of state course of study in English, Pennsylvania. Curriculum 
consultant in public schools of Darby, Pa, 

Deen, Pearl, 317 Poplar Street, Memphis, Tenn. Intermediate Supervisor. Parti-~ 
cipating in revision of Social Studies course of study. 

Frazee, Laura, Baltimore Public Schools, Marylend. Assistant Superintendent. 
Engeged in evaluating the work of curriculum committees, 

Gates, A, I., Teachers College, Columbia University, New York City. Consultant 
in Reading, Tulsa, Oklahoma, Public Schools. 

Grizzell, E, D., University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa. Professor of 
Education, Author of "English and American Secondary Schools." 

Heggerty, Isabel, 142 Yashington Place, Passaic, N. J. Elementary Supevisor, 
Chairman of English and Social Science course of study instruction com- 
mittee. 

Hall, Sidney B., State Department of Education, Richmond, Va. 

Hetfield, W. W., Chicago Normal College, 211 W. 68th St., Chicago. Chairman Curri- 
culum Commission of the National Council of Teachers of English. 
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This is an extra issue of the News Bulletin. The fourth 
annual bibliography of current works in curriculum making will 
be sent to menbers in several weeks, 
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New Members - Cont'd, 


Hinson, M. R., State Department of Education, Tallahassee, Florida. 

Hirsch, Irene, State Teachers College, Buffalo, New York. Instructor, Kinder- 
garten=-Primary Department. 

Irwin, Manley E., Assistant Director, 300 Barlum Tower, Detroit, Mich. In charge 
of curriculum making. 

Knight, F. B., Iowa State University, Iova City, Iowa. Consultant in Arithmetic, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, Pubdlic Schools. 

Langvick, Mina M., 3900 Comecticut Ave., N. W., Washington, D. C. Specialist in 
Elementary School Curriculum, U. $, Office of Education. 

Long, Forrest E., School of Educction, New York University, 32 Waverly Place, 

New York City. 

Mackintosh, Helen K., 143 Bostwick, N. E., Grand Rapids, Mich. Supervisor, Later 
Elementary Grades, Ex-officio member of committees. In charge of put- 
ting courses into operation. Chairman of curriculum committee Michigan 
Conference of Grade Supervisors. 

McKee, Paul, Director of Elementary School Experimentation, Colorado State 
Teachers College, Grecley, Colo. 

Nichols, Frederick G., Associate Professor of Education, Harvard University, 
Graduate School of Eduwation, Cambridge, Mass. Cmsultant on mumerous 
curricular studies, as in Chicago, Denver, Baltimore, Philadelphia. 

Norvell, G. L., State Supervisor end Inspector of English, Albany, N. Y. Has 
significant experiments going on throughout the State. 

Petersen, Anna J., 201 Ward Street, New Brunswick, N. J, Extension instructor 
in curriculum meking, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N. J.3; also 
active in curriculum revision New Brunswick Public Schools. 

Powers, S. R., Professor, Toachers College, Columbia University, New York City. 

Proctor, William, Stanford University, Palo Alto, Cal. Chief Consultant in 
Curriculum Revision, Sacramento, Cal. Public Schools. 

Proffitt, Maris M., Specialist in Guidance and Industrial Education, Office of 
Education, and Consultant in Curriculum Construction, Weshington, D.C. 

Ragland, Fannie J., Director, Upper Elanentary Grades, Board of Hducction, 

216 East Ninth St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Reeves, Floyd, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois. 

Russell, Ralph, State Department of Education, Boisc, Idaho. 

Shofstell, VW. P., Stephens College, Columbia, Mo. 

Steele, Irene M., State Normal School, Towson, Marylend. Principal of Eleanentary 
School. 

Sumstine, David R,, Administretion Building, Forbes ct Belleficeld, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Director of Curriculum Study cnd Educctional Measurement and Research. 

Tover, Donald M., Central High School, Binghamton, ‘. Y. Director of Curriculum, 
Binghamton Public Schools. 

Tryon, Re M., School of Education, University of Chicago, Chicago, Ill. Pro- 
fessor of the Teaching of History. 

Wiles, Merion I., Haverhill, Mass. Supe@visor Grades 1 to 4. Guiding the in- 
struction of Primyry school units of work. 


CURRICULUM REVISION ..T THE LINCOLN SCHOOL 


(Abridged form of address before the Department of Supervisors 
am Directors of Instruction at Washington, D. C. 
February 24, 1932.) 


The unit of work is om outgrowth of the interests of children and is ee? 
selected in one of three ways. First, the experienced teacher of a given grade 
recognizes certain creas in which the genuine interests of children of that age 
are usually locsted. She concludes that any wit of wark within these areas will 
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probably be developed wholeheartedly oy the children. Second, the teacher enters 
the olassroom in the fall with no definite idea as to a unit of work for the year. 
She begins by accepting the interesting immediate and remote experiences of the 
children. As these arise the teacher explores them to determine whether the in- 
terest of the group is genuine or cursory. Third, the teacher may examine the 
previous education of a group and decide that a certain unit is necessary to give 
richness, area, or breadth, to their experience, or to fill in what appear to be 
important gaps. 

The importance of initial and continuous planning cannot be overempha- 
sized. This takes the form of clarification of objectives, addition of newly- 
found activities and materials, expansions of activities originally conceived, 
changes of procedure to harmonize with the developing interests of the learners, 
and re-evaluations of the processes and results of pupil growth. While the 
teacher may formulate the broad pattern during the initial planning, she must con- 
stantly reexamine, repropose, replan, execute, and judge if she would carry 4 
unit of work to a successful fruition. 

The objectives toward which the teachers and pupils strive my be 
grouped into four broad divisions. fhe first contains skills, habits, or specific 
learnings, which may range from learning the specific fact that 9 and 6 are 15 
through the formation of the more general habit of using reference books intelli- 
gently up to the development of power to control the emotions under extreme provo- 
cation. The second division relates to concepts, ideas, or understandings spread- 
ing from the meanings usually occompanying the word “horse” to a recognition of 
the place of the earth in the solar system. ‘The third group is composed of 
generalizations, »vrinciples, or rules, varying from the conclusion that a good 
harbor is necessary to the development of a@ great seaport to an understanding of 
the generalization that man has always learned to adapt his life to the conditions 
of his environment. The fourth division includes attitudes, appreciations, or 
dispositions which may extend from a wholesome attitude toward the completion of 
a project previously selected by the individual to a favorable disposition toward 
the children of different racial groups who may be in the class. Were the teacher 
to state frankly which of the four groups ot objectives she prized most highly she 
would say the attitudes, dispositions, tle internal urges and drives, since they 
will encompass the skills, concepts, generalizations, whereas the acquisition of 
skills without adequate purposes furnish small oasis for suosequent growth. 

Eack teacher in Lincoln School keeps a full record of her unit from the 
beginning of the process of selection to the date when it is being prepared for 
publication. The initial planning, the first preview, the subsequent plans, the 
orienting activities, the exceptional work of individual pupils, the treatment of 
the unadjusted child, the ideas and leads brought out in the group discussion 
periods, the numerous questions and problems raised oy individuals, the specific 
content ordinarily classified as subject matter, the narrative daily account of 
the development otf the group interest and the activities which s0 on outside of 
the unit, are all a matter of record. The form or record varies with the prefer- 
ence of the individual teacher and the nature of the unit, 

The chief characteristics of curriculum making in the Lincoln Elementary 
School are: first, the curriculum is organized oround units or work based upon 
genuine interests of children; second, the major responsibility for the selection, 
organization, development, and teuching of the units rests with the classroom 
teacher; third, the unit is planned in broad general outlines previous to the 
teaching; fourth, the process of planning is continuous until the unit is com- 
pleted; fifth, a record of development of the urit is mde; sixth, the teachers of 
special subjects act as counselors and advisers to the classroom teacher; seventh, 
the curriculum research staff offers aid throu,hout the entire process, and in 
addition, locates and studies special curriculum problems. 


L. Thomas Hopkins. 
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The Work of the Committees of the Commission on Unit Courses 
and Curricula of the North Central Association. 


In the past five years this Commission through committees hus produced 
and had published in the Quarterly, studies in most of the subject fields of 
Secondary School Curricula. ‘The March 1927 numoer of the Quarterly contains 
illustrative types of materials in the fields of English, French, Latin, elemen- 
tary science, biology, physics, chemistry, home economics, and physical education. 
The March 1928 number of the Quarterly contains studies illustrating the kinds of 
materials that the Commission thinks should go into the organization of subject 
matter in mathematics, social studies, Spanish, German, Agronomy, art, and music. 
The March 1929 number of the Quarterly contains a study and evaluation of extra- 
curriculum materials. These reports combined would form a book of about three 
hundred pages. They are not so published out separate reprints may be ovtained, 
These illustrations of special material in terms of whut the Commission has termed 
qualitative analysis make up what may be termed the first cycle ot the work of the 
Committee on Standards for Use in the Re-Organization of Secondary School Curri- 
cula. 

The second cycle of work which this Commission started upon was that of 
organizing these socially functional materials in the various subject fields into 
quantitative units. Before this Association during the past three years such 
teaching units in physics, biology, chemistry, and Enzlish have been reported 
upon. These, too, are to be found in the pubdlications of the Association. This 
work of formulating units out of the qualitative materials, presented in the rirst 
cycle ot the work of our Commission, will be continued next year. 

The third type of work embarked upon by our Commission is that of re- 
lating this reorganized material to college entrance requirements. The purpose 
of this third tyne of work has been to devise experiments in the preparction of 
high school pupils for college in other terms than those of the conventional fif- 
teen or sixteen Carnegie units. 

Our Commission recommended a related piece of work growing out of the 
report of Dr. G W. Willet in his study on Trends in Curricula Revision in 
S2iected North Central Association Schools. The perticular problem suggested by 
tae SOemmission is thit of bringing to the attention or the secondary school men in 
toe region of this Association references to schools using materials of instruc- 
ticrn worked out from the more forward looking point of view. This mey be con- 
sidered 2s the fourth division of our work tor the coming year, as the Commission 
has planned. Thomas Me Deam, Chcirmin, Commission on Unit Courses and 

Curricula of the North Central Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 


TRENDS IN CURRICULUM MAK I!'G 


Curriculum Making in Current Practice - A Report of a Conference 
Helc at Northwestern University, October 30-31, 1931. 
School of Education, Forthwestern University, 1932. 

244 pages. 


CURRICULUM MAKING IN CURRE!? PRACTICE, recently published by the School 
of Education of the Northwestern University, is made up of a series of formal 
papers given at a conference on the Curriculum at that institution in October,193l. 
The contents of the book represent the best thinking of some ot the chief workers 
in the field of curriculum work. The publication makes available to teachers, 
principals, supervisors, and instruction leaders who were unable to attend the 
meeting some well formulated statements of the aims, purposes, and trends of the 


new curriculum. As such it is a]so a valuable contribution to the literature of 
the subject. 
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Chapters I, II, III, IV, and V are general in their nature, setting 
forth the aims, scope, and present day trends in curriculum building in the elem- 
entary school--and in all cases it is well done. The next four chapters are given 
over to a discussion of types of organization in the elementary school curriculum, 
while the last three chapters of Part One are given over to a discussion of 
creative activities. 

Part Two deals with the secondary school curriculum, including the 
junior high school, senior high school, and the junior college. In these dis- 
cussions are included such topics as new trends, newer practices, unit organiza- 
tion, functional vs subject units, integration, preparation for college, articula- 
tion, and vocational curriculum. 

Although the subjects discussed give a fairly comprehensive view of the 
field, many aspects have been left out which should be recognized by those who 
use the material as a handbook for their curriculum work or as a text in teacher 
training institutions. Naturally, in such a series of discussions some of the 
speakers, to be emphatic and to put color into their discussions, have sometimes 
injected their own personal interests in dwelling on their own personal hobbies. 
In all such cases, however, it is easily detected and hence not too harmful. 

The odook should be of interest and value to the generalist as well as 
to the specialist. While the first three chapters are especially basic, any 
chapter may be read independently of any other, making it a very useful reference 
book. Arthur Dondineau, Director of Instruction, Detroit Pub.Schools. 


NEWS NOTES 


Mr. Edgar M. Draper of the University of Washington writes that he is 
evaluating courses of study at the present time and hopes to establish criteria 
which will be of value to him as well as to others in this ficld. 


Mr. William J. O'Shea, Superintendent of Schools of New York City, de- 
clares in his annual report that revision of courses of study in the puolic 
schools in response to changing social and economic conditions will be continued. 
He points out that since June, 1924, revision in courses ot study has been under 
way. Invitations heave been extended to teachers and supervisors of the schools 
to submit their comments on and criticisms of the bulletins that have been in use 
for several years, with recommendations for modification. He announces the pub- 
lication of new courses in health education, phonetics, and music. 


The Kalamazoo Public Schools are preparins a large number of units of 
work for sub-normal children, which pertain to the understanding and utilization 
of practical materials as rubver, silk, soap, wool, and so on. fhe course of 
study will be ready in mimeographed form before the end of this school year. The 


same school system has prepared in printed form 25 unit learning tests in chemis- 
try. 


Concerning the annual meeting of the Society, Mrs. John K. Norton 
writes, "I think the technique for discussion used at the last meeting was good. 
There must be prepared speeches or papers - and there must be some people selected | 
in advance to discuss them - to make sure that the discussion begins immediately. 
If the papers could be mailed in advance of the meeting to the people who are to 
discuss them - it would be helpful.” 


The posthumous volume of papers by the late Frederick Gordon Bonser will 
contain a part pertaining to the curriculum, including tke following payers; The t 
Perspective and Background for Curriculum Making; Next Steps in Curriculum Making; 
Making an Activity Curriculum for the Elementary School; A Suggested Series of 
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Dominant Topics for the First Three Grades; Activity Curricula and Industrial 
Arts. The book will be published at cost for $2.00 per copy by the Bureau of 
Pub lications, Teachers College, It will be beautifully bound in semi-flexible 
cloth with gold-stamped title and autograph and will contain a full page frontis. 
piece photograph of Mr, Bonser. 


Mr, . W. Charters is plenning a synthesis of his various curriculum 
studies in higher education for publication. 


Mr, John li, Gaus, political scientist, who has been on Mr, lieiklejohn's 
staff at the Experimental College of the University of Wisconsin, proposes thet 
the college curriculum be based upon contemporary problems. Instead of using 
current problems as illustrations in courses in economics, sociology, literature, 
ctce, he would make the problems the basis of the curriculum and use the sciences 
and arts as tools for the solution of these problens. This proposal is limited 
to the freshman and sophomore years of college. 


The mumber of paid up members amounts to 84. Ve have still to hear 
from 82 members, If it is yor intention not to join for the current year, 
would you plcase write to us? The present membership list includes 166 names, 
the totel being the combined public school and college curriculum groups. 


Pass this along to a qucelified person: 


APPLICATION BLANK FOR INTERESTED PERSONS 
Society for Curriculum Study 


The purpose of the Society is to enable those intcrested in curri- 
culum making to be of mutucl help and to advance the movement of thorough and 
progressive curriculum revision, 

The Society is made up of the folloving kinds of wa@kers: curricu- 
lum directors; cdministretive officers in charge of curriculum making, super-- 
visory officers in charge of curriculum making; special or general consul- 
tants in curriculum revision; cuthors or investigctors in curriculum mking; 
end instructors in curriculum making. 


I hereby opply for membership in THE SOCIETY FOR CURRICULUM STUDY. 
The cmmal membership fee is one dollcer. 


Nome : Position: 


Address; 


Whet is your principal activity in the ficld of curriculum meking? 


Send this blank to Henry H-rap, Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
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NEWS NOTES 


From the Division of Surveys and Field Studies of George Peabody 
College for Teachers comes "Suggested Curricula for the Education of Elem- 
entary School Teachers" by Frank P. Bachman. The author visited 32 state 
and city teachers colleges in 28 different states. The basic suggested 
curriculum includes four years of work, but three and two-year curricula 
are also included. This mimeographed Bulletin is very likely available 
by writing to the author. 

Mr. Charles W. Hunt, Dean of the School of Education of Western 
Reserve University, permits us to quote from a letter to the author of this 
Studys "The subject matter which you have assembled, provided the experiences 
are organized with scholarship and professional insight, seem to me to be on 
the whole admirable. I am in serious disagreement, however, with the way in 
which you have organized a single experience for all teachers in the elemen- 
tary school. You have thought avout the things to be learned; you have not 
thought about the lcarner. Individuals dirfer. The personal life and the 
interests of the teacher are critical, in not only his happiness but his 
ability to teach others. Where is there opportunity for an intellectual 
hobby? Where is there an opportunity to run deeper in one sphere because 
of special capacity? I resent your thinking that you can organize the life 
and expericnce of anyone so completely. 

"The curricula which you have suggested are thought of probably 
with reference to the smaller school units. You do not envisage the city 
school which is a very large part of our problem and which of course I am 
thinking about especially. Here in the large school unit specialization con- 
tributes to a diversified program in the school as well as to the personal 
life of the teacher. 

"The larger number of classroom hours required per week is another 
aspect 6f your effort to include all desirable subject-matter for everybody. 
I do not believe it is wise. Students can be over-directed and are over- 
directed when ther are as much under the care of teachers as your program 
indicates. 

"You will see that I am not pleased so far as your prescription 
goes for our situation. There are aspects of the program with which I am in 
thorough accord. The outline of subject-matter and the way you have it to- 
gether seem to me to be admirable, but the thing which has been neglected in 
our teacher training and which we need to keep in mind is thnt we have persons 
to deal with as well as professional requirements; that if we destroy the 
person we destroy 2il. I believe Mr. Dewey has made some remarks about these 
matters which are pertinent." 


In connection with a survey of the School system of Aurora, Ohio, 
Mr. Edgar Dale has worked out an outline by means of which the school may 
know the general objectives of the course, the units in the course, and the 
component parts of each unit. ‘iwhus tiie investigator ascertains what is 
taught period by period in the school. From samples received, it appears 
that this technique will be useful in discovering first what a arriculum in 
Latin or in algebra is, and second, in detecting duplication. Eventually 
Mr. Dale plans to prepare an instrument vy which schools o1in carry out a self- 
rating of their curricula sccording to ocrtain desirable standsrds. 
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Under the direction of the Department of Curriculum Study and 
Research, the Pittsburgh schools are engaged in a study program for the 
whole of the current year. This is an effort to have all teachers, princi- 
pals, supervisors, and administrators evaluate cooperatively the work of 
the schools. The results of this study will be used in future curriculum 
making. 


In connection with the Virginia State program of curriculum re- 
vision, Mr. Fe Le Caswell, the consultant, held a week's conference in May 
with certain central committees. These conferences were very stimulating 
and completed the first year's work in the State quite satisfactorily. 

Mre Paul R. Hanna who participated in these conferences writes that he found 
the school people eager to revise the curriculum to include the aspects of 

our social, economic, and political life which we have discussed so emphati- 
Cally for the last year or two. He came home encouraged that Virginia my 


take a real place of leadership in reconstructing its curriculum along these 
lines. 


Curriculum Making in York, Pennsylvania. A number of committees 
in the public schools of York, Pennsylvania, are engaged in preparing ourri- 
culum bulletins. Reports have so far been prepared on "The Philosophy of 
Curriculum Building” and on "Handwriting," "Spelling," and "The Use of Work 
Books in Arithmetic." Committees have been appointed to deal with all the 
important aspects of the school program at work under the supervision of the 
Director of Elementary Schools, Miss Victoria Lyles, and the District Super- 
intendent, Mr. Arthur W. Ferguson. EDUCATIONAL METHOD, May, 1932. 


Mr. Herbert T. Olander is directing a curriculum revision project 
in a small school system adjoining Johnstown, Pa., and will continue to do 
so next year. The purpose of the program is that of teacher improvement 
through participation in curriculum construction and the unification of 
educational objectives among the various teachers in the system. 


Miss Mildred English who is directing the work of curriculum re- 
vision in the schools of Raleigh, N. Ce, is engaged in the evaluation of the 
program which that city has had under way for a period of eight years. She 
is giving special attention at this time to the secondary school program. 


The Division of Secondary Education of the Calitornia State Depart- 
ment of Educstion has issued two leaflets pertaining to curriculum making for 
distribution among secondary school principals. ‘The first of these leaflets 
is entitled SOME PHILOSOPHICAL CONSIDERATIONS BASIC TO CURRICULUM IN SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS, and was prepared by Nicholas Ricciardi of the State Department of 
Education. The second leaflet entitled, FORMULATING A PLAN FOR MAKING HIGH 
SCHOOL CURRICULA was prepared by Mr. Le As Williams, Professor of Education 
of the University of California. The purpose of these leaflets is to stimu- 
late discussion leacing to intelligent program of curriculum revision in 
secondary schools of the State. These leaflets wiil serve as a basis of 
discussion at a series of conferences for secondary school principals. 





